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Social Media Campaign to Help Leukemia Patient Impacts 

San Diego Blood Bank  
 

SAN DIEGO (March 22, 2016) – While 15- month old Bonsall resident Emma (pictured below) 

is fighting acute myeloid leukemia at Rady Children's Hospital-San Diego, a social media 

campaign started by friends of her family is making quite an impact at the San Diego Blood 

Bank.   

 

Emma’s platelet count is extremely low.  Platelets are 

essential cells that enable blood to clot. This past 

weekend friends of her family took to Facebook and 

Twitter, asking anyone with blood type O negative or 

anyone who can donate platelets to donate as soon as 

possible by contacting the San Diego Blood Bank using 

the special donation code EP12. By using the special 

donation code, donors are able to donate blood products 

in the name of the patient.   

 

The response to the posts were so overwhelming, that 

upwards of 50 donors showed up at SDBB’s donor 

center in Vista over the weekend to donate in Emma’s 

name, dozens of calls are being made daily to the San 

Diego Blood Bank switchboard and the Facebook post reached over 17,000 people at the time of 

this release.   

 

Emma’s father Justin Putnam is available for interviews.  To donate in Emma’s name, call 619-

400-8251.  To donate for other children and adults that need blood to survive, or for general 

information about SDBB, visit www.sandiegobloodbankorg or connect with us on Facebook and 

Twitter.   

 

SDBB is dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in 

need. Our vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering 

related health and wellness education and services and extending into research.  Founded in 1950 

with the support of the San Diego County Medical Society, SDBB is an independent, 501(c)(3) 

non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los Angeles counties with 

blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services. SDBB currently operates six local 

donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy Program provides lifesaving stem cell 

transplants to patients worldwide.  
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NOTE:  Acute myeloid leukemia (AML) is cancer that starts inside bone marrow. This is the 

soft tissue in the center of bones that helps form all blood cells. The cancer grows from cells that 

would normally turn into white blood cells. Acute means the disease develops quickly and 

usually has an aggressive course. 
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