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National Nurses Week Cause for Celebration 

May 6 – May 12 
 

SAN DIEGO (May 4, 2016) – The San Diego Blood Bank, primary 

supplier of blood to the majority of hospitals in San Diego County, 

is asking the public to join them in recognizing the important role 

nurses play in health care during National Nurses Week, which is 

celebrated annually from May 9th to May 12th.  

 

The week-long celebration ends on the birthdate of Florence 

Nightingale, who is considered to be the founder of modern nursing.  

Nightingale advocated sanitary conditions and safe practices that 

reduced infection and raised survival rates of wounded soldiers 

during the Crimean War.   

Today’s nurses ensure the delivery of quality health care to patients, 

families and society.  An annual Gallup Survey shows that the 

public has ranked nursing as the top profession for honesty and 

ethical standards for 14 years straight. Nurses are often recognized 

throughout the week with handwritten notes, via social media or 

simply with a verbal “thank you.” 

Licensed vocational nurse Sherry Ostensen (pictured right) has worked at the San Diego Blood 

Bank for 14 years. When asked about what her favorite thing about working as a nurse at the San 

Diego Blood Bank is, Ostensen replied “the donors – they become your friends and family.  

That’s the reason they come back again and again.”  

 

To be eligible to donate blood you must be at least 17 years old (15 and 16 year olds may donate 

with parental consent), weigh at least 114 pounds and be in general good health. SDBB is 

dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in need. Our 

vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering related 

health and wellness education and services and extending into research.  SDBB is an 

independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los 

Angeles counties with blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services.  

SDBB currently operates six local donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy 

Program provides lifesaving stem cell transplants to patients worldwide. For more information 

about SDBB, visit www.sandiegobloodbankorg or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.   
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