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PATIENT’S FAMILY TO HOST WORLD THALASSEMIA DAY EVENT  
San Diego Blood Bank holding blood drive in support 

 

SAN DIEGO (April 28, 2016) – San Diego Blood Bank, the primary supplier of blood to the 

majority of hospitals in San Diego County, will hold a blood drive on Saturday, April 30 from 

11:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. at Saint John of the Cross, located at 8086 Broadway in Lemon Grove. The 

drive is being held at a local event bringing awareness to World Thalassemia Day, which 

actually falls on May 8th this year. Thalassemia is a chronic illness that causes life threatening 

anemia.   

 

The event was coordinated by Maria Saradpon, mother of 3-year old Kamila, and Erica 

Martinez, mother of 8-year old Ella, as both children suffer from the condition.  Kamila and Ella 

receive regular transfusions and will most likely continue to need them the rest of their lives. The 

San Diego Blood Bank is currently experiencing shortages in all blood types and urges the 

community to donate blood as soon as possible. Tomorrow’s event is also a fundraiser and will 

include a toy drive, food trucks, a car and bike show, a beer garden and live music.   

 

SDBB is dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in 

need. Our vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering 

related health and wellness education and services and extending into research.  Founded in 1950 

with the support of the San Diego County Medical Society, SDBB is an independent, 501(c)(3) 

non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los Angeles counties with 

blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services. SDBB currently operates six local 

donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy Program provides lifesaving stem cell 

transplants to patients worldwide.  

 

For more information about SDBB, visit www.sandiegobloodbankorg or connect with us on 

Facebook and Twitter.   

#  #  # 

mailto:/rbaracz@sandiegobloodbank.org
http://www.sandiegobloodbankorg/
https://www.facebook.com/sdbloodbank/?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/sdbloodbank

