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Significant Shortages Impact U.S. Blood Supply  

An Immediate Nationwide Need for Blood and Platelet Donors this Summer 
 

SAN DIEGO (July 11, 2016) – AABB, America’s Blood Centers and the San Diego Blood 

Bank are issuing a critical appeal for blood and platelet donors across the country. With the 

nation’s blood supply facing significantly low inventory levels, the blood community encourages 

individuals throughout the U.S. to schedule an appointment to donate today.  

 

“Maintaining a safe and adequate blood supply is critical to the nation’s public health and a 

priority for the medical community,” said Miriam A. Markowitz, CEO of AABB. “Every two 

seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. It is indispensable and required in the treatment of 

millions of patients, including individuals with cancer and other life-threatening diseases, 

patients undergoing organ transplants and trauma victims.”  

 

Summer is always a challenging time for blood centers to ensure an adequate blood supply due 

to donors taking vacations and schools being out of session. Despite the season, the need for 

blood remains constant and patients continue to depend on the generosity of blood donors to 

meet that need. All blood types are needed.  

 

“We’re asking our community to help replenish our blood supply back to a safe level” said San 

Diego Blood Bank CEO, David Wellis.  “This summer is a particularly difficult challenge.  

Supplies are low and the advent of Zika has worsened the challenge.  There is no substitute for 

blood – donations are critically needed.”     

 

To be eligible to donate blood you must be at least 17 years old (15 and 16 year olds may donate 

with parental consent), weigh at least 114 pounds and be in general good health. Eligible blood 

donors are encouraged to schedule an appointment to give by visiting 

www.SanDiegoBloodBank.org or calling 1-800-4-MY-SDBB (1-800-469-7322).   

 

About the San Diego Blood Bank  
SDBB is dedicated to community health by providing a reliable supply of blood to patients in 

need. Our vision is to further ensure the health of our community by simultaneously delivering 

related health and wellness education and services and extending into research. SDBB is an 

independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit  that serves hospitals in San Diego, Orange, Imperial and Los 

Angeles counties with blood transfusion products and reference laboratory services. SDBB 

currently operates six local donor centers and 10 bloodmobiles. SDBB’s Cell Therapy Program 

provides lifesaving stem cell transplants to patients worldwide. For more information about 

SDBB, visit www.SanDiegoBloodBank.org or connect with us on Facebook and Twitter.   
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About AABB AABB is an international, not-for-profit association representing individuals and 

institutions involved in the fields of transfusion medicine and cellular therapies. The association 

is committed to improving health through the development and delivery of standards, 

accreditation and educational programs that focus on optimizing patient and donor care and 

safety. AABB membership includes physicians, nurses, scientists, researchers, administrators, 

medical technologists and other health care providers. AABB members are located in more than 

80 countries and AABB accredits institutions in over 50 countries. For more information, visit 

www.aabb.org. AABB is responsible for the Interorganizational Task Force on Domestic 

Disaster and Acts of Terrorism. The Task Force membership includes representatives from 

government agencies as well as blood establishments.  

 

About America’s Blood Centers Founded in 1962, America’s Blood Centers is North 

America’s largest network of community based, independent blood programs. Recognized by the 

U.S. Congress for its critical work in patient care and disaster preparedness and response, the 

federation operates more than 600 blood donor centers providing half of the U.S., and a quarter 

of the Canadian blood supply. These blood centers serve more than 150 million people and 

provide blood products and services to more than 3,500 hospitals and healthcare facilities across 

North America. America’s Blood Centers’ U.S. members are licensed and regulated by the U.S. 

Food and Drug Administration. Canadian members are regulated by Health Canada. For more 

information, please visit www.AmericasBlood.org.  

 

Contacts: Robert Baracz, Vice President of Marketing, San Diego Blood Bank (619) 400-8237, 

rbaracz@sandiegobloodbank.org; Claudine Van Gonka, Manager of Communications, San 

Diego Blood Bank (619) 400-8166, cvangonka@sandiegobloodbank.org; Adrienne Fierro Vice 

President, Membership, Meetings, Communications and Corporate Affair, AABB (301) 215-

6486 afierro@aabb.org; Mack Benton Manager, Communications, Public Affairs and Advocacy, 

America’s Blood Centers (202) 654-2915 mbenton@americasblood.org 
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