Valley Blood Services Fact Sheet

· Valley Blood Services is a division of the San Diego Blood Bank, the primary provider of blood and blood services to Inland Valley Medical Center and Rancho Springs Medical Center since 1990.

· Each year patients at Inland Valley and Rancho Springs Medical Centers use more than 6,000 units of blood.

· In 2006 only 2,162 blood donations were made by donors who reside in Southwest County, leaving a gap of more than 3,800 units that donors from other parts of Southern California had to fill.
· In November 2006, Valley Blood Services, a neighborhood blood donor center, was opened at 25115 Madison Ave., Murrieta Spectrum Center, Suite105, facing Los Alamos Rd., Murrieta, 92562.  It serves all of Southwest County.
· The outpouring of support for the son of Lake Elsinore Storm General Manager Chris Jones sparked the first discussions for a Valley Blood Services neighborhood blood donor center.  Six month old Bryce Jones was diagnosed with a rare blood disorder and required several transfusions at Children’s Hospital in San Diego.  Ultimately a matching bone marrow donor was identified and Bryce received a transplant.  Today he is a healthy, happy four year-old. 
· Valley Blood Services offers the following types of blood donations: 
· routine volunteer whole blood donations 

· apheresis (blood component) donations
· donations directed to a specific patient

· donations for one’s own surgery (known as autologous donation) 

· therapeutic bleeds for patients with certain blood disorders 
· Valley Blood Services is open Tuesday through Saturday.  The hours are 10 noon to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

· Valley Blood Services donors are encouraged to join the blood bank’s new Donor Difference loyalty program, where members are entitled to great new benefits, including the ability to track their total cholesterol, blood pressure and pulse.  Members also earn points for each donation that can be redeemed on Valley Blood Services new online store.
· Anyone who is at least 17 years old, in good health and weighs at least 110 pound may be eligible to donate blood.  A good meal and plenty of fluids are encouraged prior to donation.

