A cord for the community.

If you want to donate your baby’s cord
blood, review the Cord Blood Donation
Information and complete the Permission
to Collect form that is part of this brochure.
Notify your physician of your decision
and provide permission form to the
labor and delivery staff. At the time
of your delivery, if you meet the initial
screening requirements, a kit from San
Diego Blood Bank will be available for
collection.

CELEBRATE
TWICE

Donating your baby’s
cord blood is free.

Donating to the public cord blood bank
is completely free. There are no costs to
you when you donate your baby’s cord
blood to a public cord blood bank.

Your privacy is protected.

Names of cord blood donor mothers and
babies are never shared. All identifiers
are removed from the cord blood unit
and it is assigned a unique identification
number.

ALREADY
A HERO

To receive additional information, contact the SDBB
Cell Therapy Program. Locate us online at
sandiegobloodbank.org/cord-blood-program; by phone at
619-400-8304 or by using this QR code to go directly to
the cell therapy site.

Cord Blood Program

NEW LIFE…. NEW HOPE.

A new birth provides hope A new birth provides hope
for others.
for a cure.
Cord blood contains many immature
cells. The cells are collected, processed
and stored at the San Diego Blood
Bank. If the cells meet certain criteria,
the cord blood unit is listed on a national
registry, making it available to patients
around the world for possible matching
and use. Cord blood cells are used
to treat patients with diseases such
as leukemias, lymphomas, anemias,
immune diseases, metabolic disorders
and other conditions.

Donated cord blood units that do not
meet minimum criteria to be listed
on a registry and used for transplant
may be used for research, quality
control and other studies. All cells are
valuable to help improve the process,
find new treatments and provide a
future for others.

A SINGLE CELL CAN OFFER MANY MORE
SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES
Genetic/molecular
studies

As you celebrate the birth of your baby, consider donating the cord
blood and celebrate twice. During pregnancy, umbilical cord blood
carries nourishment from mother to baby. After birth when the baby
can breathe on it’s own, the umbilical cord is cut and discarded with
the placenta. The blood left in the umbilical cord and placenta is rich in
immature cells that can be processed, stored and made available
for patients in need. The cord blood that sustains your child can offer
life to others.
You can help others get the transplants they need by donating your
baby’s cord blood to the San Diego Blood Bank.

Your decision can give someone else
			
a tomorrow. Donating cord blood is safe for you and

your baby. Right after your baby is born and takes its first breath,
the umbilical cord is cut to separate the baby from the placenta.
Blood left in the cord and placenta is collected by gravity into a
special bag. The collection takes a few minutes and does not
interfere with the baby bonding process.

Bone marrow
following
chemotherapy
treatment and
other immune
diseases.

Pancreatic
islet cells
for diabetes.
Connective
tissue for
cartilage and
tendon repair.

Nerve cells
for Parkinson’s,
Alzheimers,
Spinal Injury and
other neural
disorders.

Muscle cells
for
heart repair.

Immature cells from umbilical cord blood and tissue may be useful to do many things in the
future. Replacement of bone marrow cells is the most common use today treating blood
cancers such as leukemia. However, there are many potential therapies under research for
use of stem cells tomorrow. Please don’t throw away a chance to save a life.

Collection of cord blood will
not change the way your baby
is delivered or any of the care
you and your baby will receive.

