Together,

We Are at the Heart
of Healthcare
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This past year was a year of gratitude. Gratitude

for dedicated blood donors who take time out of their busy
schedules to help people they may never meet. One in seven
patients who enter a hospital will need blood. Whether it be
platelets needed to help a mother fight breast cancer, plasma
to sustain a neighbor with severe burns, or red blood cells
to enable little girls like Ella—featured in this report—to live
a happy and healthy life, every single donation makes
a difference.
Thankfulness for the financial donors who make our work
possible. Philanthropy is at the heart of everything we do
at San Diego Blood Bank. From funding critical supplies
to supporting innovation in cell therapy and regenerative
medicine, financial donors are saving lives today and improving
life for many generations to come.
Gratitude amid sadness was also deeply felt this year. We saw
a community come together after the Las Vegas shooting and
again to support both Texas and Florida as they faced massive
hurricane damage. And we grieved the loss of a member of
Team Survivor, Cassi Tichy, who before her passing was able
to share her own gratitude through a special Valentine art
piece for donors.
While we work passionately to ensure a safe blood supply
for our community, we also sit on the precipice of impacting
the future of health. This year, we worked with more than
100 partners to support research and clinical trials in prostate
cancer, melanoma, age-related disorders and diabetes, to
name a few.

My personal hope is that we find cures for diseases so that,
at the end of the day, members of our community are healthy
and thriving (and have no need for our blood services).
A program that may do just that is the All of Us Research
Program. The goal of this nationwide National Institutes
of Health initiative is to collect samples and data from one
million participants nationwide to drive precision medicine
and improve health. San Diego Blood Bank was one of the
first sites in the country to begin enrolling participants, and
many dedicated blood donors were among the first to join this
historic program.
In these pages, you will read about the impact of a community
coming together to do good. Thank you to every blood donor,
organization, blood drive chairperson, philanthropic donor,
staff member, hospital partner, volunteer and research partner.
Together, we are truly at the heart of healthcare.
Best Always,

David Wellis, Ph.D.
CEO, San Diego Blood Bank
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2012

Ella’s
Story

2014

When you meet 10-year-old Gabriella Martinez—
Ella, for short—the first thing you will likely notice
is her bright smile.
Behind that smile is a circle of givers—blood donors, phlebotomists, nurses, doctors,
drivers, financial donors, medical technicians and administrative professionals—who
maintain the necessary blood supply Ella needs. She has a blood disorder called beta
thalassemia major that requires lifesaving blood each month.
Ella’s health journey reveals the complex heroics required from her family, her community
and her medical specialists to ensure she lives a happy and healthy life.
Erica, Ella’s mom, didn’t know she carried the thalassemia trait until she was pregnant
with twins. Still, the twins did not exhibit thalassemia—a blood disorder that impacts
how the body makes hemoglobin—during their newborn screenings. But then little Ella
began to miss her regular growth milestones.
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2018

“Ella doesn’t make any healthy red blood
cells,” her mom said. “She wasn’t
growing and had yellow skin and low
energy.”
At the suggestion of her caring
doctors, baby Ella began receiving
blood transfusions and started to
improve.
While Ella’s condition was difficult
for her mom and family—and for
her twin brother who constantly
asks how she’s feeling—it also
opened doors. Ella encountered
many health professionals in her young
life—from nurses to physicians to medical
specialists and technicians. She became
curious about the blood she was receiving.

Seeing the impact Ella has on other
people—blood donors, friends and
family, medical professionals—helps
keep the Martinez family strong.
Erica says that her family must be
ambassadors for blood donation
and all the medical professionals
who help with it.
“Ella needs the blood,” Ella’s
mom said. “She needs it.”
Through it all, Ella continues to
brighten the room with her radiant
smile. And thanks to everyone who
contributes, Ella has been able to
share her light with hundreds of people in
the community over the years.

While at Comic-Con one year, mom and Ella saw the
annual Robert A. Heinlein Blood Drive. Ella asked her
mom if they could visit the blood donors there.
“It was such a great experience for all of us—we haven’t
stopped since then,” said Ella’s mom. “That was the first
time I felt something positive. It was a major turnaround
in looking at Ella’s condition in an optimistic way.”
Ella calls blood “beautiful.”

“Ella needs the blood,”
Ella’s mom said.
“She needs it.”

And donors who meet her feel the beauty in the process
too. Ella often visits blood drives or donor centers to
thank the courageous people who help her stay healthy.
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2017/18
Impact

Philanthropy fuels the heart
of a blood donation!

$1,030,060
Donated

In FY 2017/18, 1,076 generous donors collectively
donated over $1 million to give the gift of life.
Financial gifts supported blood collections,
bloodmobiles, and cell therapy research.

61,804

Individual Blood Donors
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20,407
First-time Donors

“The San Diego Blood Bank is a vital
community organization that San Diego
County Credit Union® (SDCCU®) has
proudly supported for many years. As a
dedicated community partner, SDCCU is
incredibly appreciative of the lifesaving work
of the blood bank, not only in San Diego,
but in many communities throughout
Southern California.”
– Teresa Halleck Campbell,
SDCCU President and CEO

Lifesaving Supply Distributed

106,505
Red Blood Cell Units
Accident victims
Leukemia
Kidney disease
Anemia
Major surgeries

25,486 Platelet Units

Donated platelets protect cancer patients from life-threatening
bleeding risks after treatments deplete their own platelets.

30,660
Plasma Products

A lifesaving infection fighter for burn victims
Also used for therapeutics to help people
with, for example, autoimmune diseases

49

Hospitals Served in
Southern California
Rady Children’s Hospital
Sharp HealthCare
Kaiser Permanente
City of Hope
Children’s Hospital of Orange County
Hoag Hospital
Long Beach Memorial Care
And more...

75+

Neonatal Units Sent Out Per Week
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“I have fun volunteering and truly
enjoy it. As a blood donor myself, I
enjoy talking to other donors about
the different blood products they
can donate or the various research
programs like All of Us. The SDBB staff
have become like family—I look forward
to seeing them when I volunteer.”
– Jim, blood donor and volunteer

235

Dedicated Volunteers

13,215
Volunteer Hours

2,031
Mobile Drives

Community partners are the backbone
of our mobile blood drives. A special
thank you to the drive chairs who work
tirelessly to ensure success!
Number of Drives by Sector
Retail & Grocery: 323
Healthcare: 78

Business: 838

Government
& Military: 129
Community: 118
Religious: 181
Education: 364
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1,546

Umbilical Cord Blood Donations
Umbilical cord blood donations are screened
for placement on a transplant registry or used in
research on new patient therapies.
Cord blood is donated by eligible moms after
delivery—giving life and saving lives!
Cord Blood Collection Partner Hospitals
Scripps Memorial La Jolla
Scripps Mercy San Diego
UC Davis Medical Center

11,165
Ounces of Milk

In March 2017, SDBB launched a collaboration with
UCSD’s San Diego Mothers’ Milk Bank to provide
lifesaving mother’s milk to babies in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Units (NICUs) in San Diego.

SAN DIEGO
MOTHERS’
MILK BANK

24/7

SDBB’s operating hours!
“A lot of our hospitals, donors and community
might be unaware of all the moving parts it
takes for blood to get to the hospitals. We
actually like it that way here at San Diego
Blood Bank. We handle those pressures and
make sure everything is smooth, so nobody in
the community has to worry.”
– Robert Simpson, Manager of Hospital Services
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Signature
Events

Donors came out in
record numbers to
celebrate together
and save lives.

Live Well San Diego 5K
2,700 participants gathered
on July 30, 2017, to celebrate
community wellness and support
the San Diego Blood Bank.
The event raised approximately
$109,000 for SDBB’s programs
and services.

Robert A. Heinlein
Comic-Con Blood Drive
Our most heroic blood drive of the year!
Superheroes showed up in record
numbers to the 41st Annual Robert
A. Heinlein Comic-Con Blood Drive
in July 2017. This four-day drive, an
annual must-do for many Comic-Con
“cause-players,” collected 1,855 units
of blood (that’s up to 5,565 lives
impacted), breaking historical records!
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San Diego Cares: It’s in
Our Blood Holiday Drive
During the holiday season, blood supplies drop
to critical levels across the country. This year, the
San Diego community, alongside the Padres, Gulls,
Holiday Bowl and many other valued partners,
came together to ensure a safe blood supply for
our neighbors. This single-day event on December
16, 2017, collected 537 units of precious blood.
The Season of Giving launched with blood drives
at Broken Yolk restaurants throughout the county
during the week of Thanksgiving and ended with
a four-day blood drive at the San Diego
International Auto Show.

2nd Annual Padres
Summer Blood Drive
With high schools and colleges out of
session, the summer months are a challenge.
In June 2018, the Padres stepped in to
ensure supplies were steady for our
community. This single-day drive collected
347 units and saw 107 first-time donors!
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Research for
the Future of
Health

This past year, San Diego Blood Bank worked with more than 100
partners on the design and execution of basic and clinical research
efforts related to cancer, regenerative medicine and general health.
From validating liquid biopsies and other blood-related diagnostic
tests, to supporting cell therapy clinical trials for prostate cancer and
melanoma, SDBB continues to be a national blood bank leader in
advancing wellness and the future of health.

Did you know San Diego Blood Bank ...
		
		
		
		

is helping validate a new cancer
immunotherapy that shrinks the size of 		
tumors to make them operable using a small
portion of the blood donation that was once
considered medical waste.

is collaborating on a research study to
		 improve the storage quality of blood
		 and platelets.
partners with UC San Diego’s Altman Clinical
		 and Translational Research Institute to
		 conduct studies related to diabetes, cancer
		 and more.
helps company R&D teams test new medical
		 devices related to blood products for both
		 clinical and research use.

		
		
		
		

produces a product called Platelet Lysate
used by researchers to, for example, grow
cells for basic and clinical research efforts to
develop new therapies for age-related
disorders and cancer.

		
		
		
		

supports a researcher developing a new
cell sorting chip technology. This technology
will enable researchers to isolate cells that
could be used to develop new cancer
immunotherapies.

collaborates with a genetics-based company
		 that developed an assay to screen men for
		 prostate cancer risk.

Donors like David Curington spend up to four
hours donating white blood cells to support
various cancer-related research studies.
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All of Us Research Program
The All of Us Research Program, supported by the National
Institutes of Health, is a historic effort to gather data from one
million or more people living in the United States to accelerate
research and improve health. By taking into account individual
differences in lifestyle, environment and biology, researchers will
uncover paths toward delivering precision medicine.

San Diego Blood Bank is partnering with Scripps Research
Translational Institute and UC San Diego to enroll participants in the
local San Diego area and through blood banks across the country.
CEO David Wellis is a primary investigator for the study and on the
executive committee for the program.

Looking Forward
San Diego Blood Bank is spearheading the creation of a public tissue bank—a breakthrough for the aging population.
In collaboration with academic, biopharmaceutical, and clinical research and development organizations, the establishment of a public
cord tissue bank will enable research and development of new cell therapies in regenerative medicine for age-related disorders.
Philanthropy helps to pioneer the next era of cell therapy and precision health.
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Philanthropy
Fuels New
Life and New
Hope!

Join the Leadership Circle

Consider a monthly gift.

As a Leadership Circle member, you will fuel San Diego Blood Bank’s
mission with an annual gift of $1,000 or more. From funding lifesaving
blood services and state-of-the-art equipment to advancing cutting-edge
research, your support will benefit the greatest needs of San Diego
Blood Bank: Core Services, Cell Therapy, and the SDBB Precision
Medicine Program.

Fund critical supplies to provide lifesaving
blood services.

Your gift will impact innovative medical research, revolutionize how
we improve health, treat disease and, most importantly, give the
gift of life.

A $60 monthly gift covers supplies to collect
a unit of blood, impacting up to three lives per
month. Choose a monthly gift level that fits
your needs.

An annual gift of $1,000 funds critical supplies to collect over
16 units of blood impacting up to 50 lives per year.
$5,000 funds the operation of one bloodmobile drive, impacting
up to 75 lives.
$15,000 funds critical equipment needed to ensure the vitality
of rare red blood cells for regenerative medicine research.
As a member, you will enjoy exclusive benefits and experiences and learn
the latest wellness and health tips for living your best life!
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To learn more, visit
www.sandiegobloodbank.org/give
or contact Vice President of Development
Sherry Serio at sserio@sdbb.org
or (619) 400-8188.

“I made a promise to my friend battling
cancer that, regardless of the
outcome, I’d continue to donate blood
to give someone else the chance of
one more day with their loved ones.”
– Sammy, blood donor

“I give because an
unknown donor saved
my wife and unborn son
after her car collision.”

“My sister received a blood product
from San Diego Blood Bank, and it was
the first time I had ever heard of them.
Being a clinical laboratory scientist, I saw
the opportunity to work here and make
an impact on an issue I am passionate
about and that directly affects my family.”
– Josephine, SDBB employee

“I always say to people who are afraid to
donate, if you can just put Kamila and Ella’s
picture into your head, that gets you over it.
I’ve done it now over 300 times.”
– John, blood donor,
financial donor and volunteer

– Chris, blood donor

“My daughter received many blood transfusions while she was going through
treatment for cancer and without them she wouldn’t have survived. I want to be
able to save other lives in need of blood transfusions.”
– Letty, blood donor

On the cover:
Ella with blood
recipient, Selina,
surrounded by
a community of
support.
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