
Lifeline
A WORD FROM OUR CEO

Welcome to the first issue of our all-new Lifeline newsletter. 

Our quarterly newsletter will provide you a distinct perspective 
on our donors, patients, volunteers, special events, donor 
opportunities and all of the exciting developments and new 
initiatives at the San Diego Blood Bank.  

Locally, the lives of more than 100,000 patients depend on 
blood products annually - patients that include infants, children, 
and adults from every walk of life.   As the SDBB grows we 

are ensuring that we address the needs of the community.  We have begun by branching 
into “wellness” -- providing health and education and services, research and exploration 
into life sciences including cellular therapies. We even have been working with the White 
House and the National Institute of Health on how blood centers can support President 
Obama’s Precision Medicine Initiative.

Please feel free to share this newsletter with friends, family members or co-workers and 
encourage them to donate blood and save lives in our community.  

We hope you find this newsletter informative and entertaining. We invite you to send your 
suggestions or feedback to us at donorservices@sandiegobloodbank.org. 

Sincerely,

                
                                                
David Wellis, Ph.D.                                                          
Chief Executive Officer
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You can help others get the transplant they need by donating 
your baby’s cord blood to the San Diego Blood Bank.

Donating umbilical cord blood is safe for mother and baby. 
Right after a baby is born and takes its first breath, the um-
bilical cord is cut to separate the baby from the placenta. 

Blood left in the cord and placenta is collected by gravity 
into a special bag. The collection takes a few minutes and 
does not interfere with the baby bonding process.

For additional information download our brochure:  
or contact the SDBB Cell Therapy Program at 619-400-8304.  

PATIENT SPOTLIGHT - HAZEL 

In August of 2015, at nine months old, Hazel  
was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia 
(AML), a type of blood cancer. In November of 
2015, she had a bone marrow transplant, but 2 
months later relapsed. 

Hazel has had numerous blood and platelet  
transfusions and will need additional transfu-
sions as she undergoes further treatment. Hazel 
is fighting leukemia  but refuses to let it stop her 
from the things she loves like dancing, singing 
and coloring. 
 
Please consider donating blood today – you 
never know whose life you will save! 

CORD BLOOD DONATION
CELEBRATE TWICE!



Donors reaching their 1 gallon milestone 
will receive a certificate and removable 
cling sticker in the mail.

Donors reaching their 2nd through 9th 
gallon donations, will receive a special 
button at their local donor center (soon to 
be on bloodmobiles too).

Once you reach a 5 gallon or 5 gallon 
increment milestone, we’ll present you 
with a commemorative certificate and 
removable sticker in person or through 
mail for you to showcase your accom-
plishment. With your permission, we’d 
also like to capture the moment with 
photos posted to our Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages.  

To see how many gallons you’ve given 
to date, when you’re eligible to donate 
again or to make an appointment, log 
onto MySDBB. Making an appointment 
at least 3 days in advance gives us time 
to coordinate your congratulatory items 
in person.

DONORS NEEDED

The San Diego Blood Bank relies on the kindness of donors for the hundreds of 
blood donations needed every day to support patients in our community.  During 
the summer months donations drastically drop so we need you more than ever!  

Not only do people tend to travel more over the summer, but approximately 27 
percent of SDBB’s donations come from donors at high school and college blood 
drives.  So when school’s out for the summer we collect 27 percent less blood. 

Please consider donating today.  Make your appointment today by visiting 
www.SanDiegoBloodBank.org. 

BECAUSE YOU RECOGNIZE BLOOD DONATIONS ARE NEEDED TO 
SAVE LIVES IN OUR COMMUNITY, WE WANT TO RECONIZE YOU! 

Thank you again and we look forward to seeing you soon!



The SDBB will host the 40th Annual Robert A. Heinlein 
Blood Drive at Comic-Con, Thurs – Sun, July 21 - July 24 
at The Manchester Grand Hyatt in the Grand Hall D. Donors 
receive an exclusive Captain America T-shirt.
Make your appointment now! 

Sci-Fi fans know Robert A. Heinlein as the dean of science 
fiction writers. In the early 1970s, Heinlein had a life-threat-
ening illness and needed many pints of a rare blood type. 
He felt he owed his life to the donors, so when asked to be 
a guest at the 1976 World Con in his hometown of Kansas 
City, he agreed-but with one specific stipulation: that he 
would only sign autographs for people who donated blood.  
In 1977 Heinlein came to Comic-Con and the rest, as they 
say, is history!

SAVE THE DATE FOR MOONLIGHT MASQUERADE 
Moonlight Masquerade is an elegant fundraising event featuring dinner, 

auctions and entertainment. Proceeds benefit San Diego Blood Bank.

EVENTS
40th ANNUAL ROBERT A. HEINLEIN BLOOD DRIVE AT COMIC-CON



The San Diego Blood Bank and the County of San Diego have combined two great Walk/
Runs into one fantastic event. Introducing the 2016 Live Well San Diego 5K in partnership 
with the San Diego Blood Bank. 

The event will not only benefit the SDBB which supports more than 100,000 patients each 
year but also will present a donation to support foster youth in San Diego County. Beginning 
and ending at the beautiful County of San Diego Waterfront Park, the race course will run 
along San Diego Bay. Open to the public, the post-race Expo and interactive zones will be 
hosted by local and national businesses, media, schools and non-profit organizations.

SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2016 
San Diego County Administration Center Waterfront Park 

For more information or to register for the race or volunteer - visit: LiveWellSD5K.com



JOHN LEE

John started donating blood in Vietnam in 1979 when he served in 
the U.S. Navy (donors were rewarded with a free steak dinner at the 
Officers Club)!  After returning from the service, John worked for 
Solar Turbines for 22 years and remained a dedicated blood donor.  
When he retired in 2001, he decided to become a volunteer at the San 
Diego Blood Bank, and he’s been volunteering with us ever since.  He 
even inspired his sister to volunteer, and she’s been volunteering at our 
North County Donor Center on Fridays for the last 5 years.  

John’s father founded and was the first commanding officer of Ballast 
Point Submarine Base.  

When asked what advice he’d give to those who are fearful of donating 
blood, he said “There’s nothing to it – the hardest part is the paper-
work!”  John has donated approximately 18 gallons of blood to date.  

Each bloodmobile collects approximately 
6,000 units of blood each year. As each 
unit of blood can save up to three lives, 
this new bloodmobile will help save 
approximately 360,000 lives over 20 
years.  Many thanks to the Walter J. and  
Betty C. Zable Foundation for their gener-
ous support of the San Diego Blood Bank. 

San Diego Blood Bank received a $296,500 grant to purchase a new blood-
mobile from the Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation.  The new blood-
mobile will travel countywide, virtually every day of the year, collecting 
donated blood at private companies, churches, schools, civic groups, 
public venues and more. 

GRANT RECEIVED FOR NEW BLOODMOBILE

BLOOD DRIVE
TODAY
PUBLIC

WELCOME

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT



CONNECT WITH US

Saved a life by donating blood? 

Show us how you did it by tagging us in your photos during your time 
at a bloodmobile drive or Donor Center. Your photo may be featured on 
our social media! 

You can also follow us on Instagram and Twitter @SDBloodBank or 
Like us on Facebook to receive our latest news and updates.

INTRODUCING...THE NEW AND IMPROVED
SanDiegoBloodBank.org

Our new website makes it easy to make an appointment and find information, 
offers a mobile friendly platform and gives visitors a better insight into the 
range of SDBB’s services, including research. Log on today! 

SanDiegoBloodBank.org



LA JOLLA HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR WINS SCHOLARSHIP FOR SCHOOL, SELF
IN SAN DIEGO BLOOD BANK HIGH SCHOOL CHALLENGE

La Jolla High School was presented with a 
$2,250 scholarship grant this month as one of 
the winners of the San Diego Blood Bank High 
School Challenge.

The contest, which is hosted annually by the San 
Diego Blood Bank, challenges area high schools 
in San Diego, Imperial Counties and the Inland 
Valley to compete for the highest percentage of 
participation in blood drives at their school and 
for the highest number of units collected. Each 
school’s achievements are tallied at the end of 
the school year with winning schools awarded 
grants ranging from $500 to $2500.

Forty area schools competed this year and La Jolla High School won in the category of schools with 301- 450 
students, after hosting 4 blood drives and collecting 258 donations, thanks in part to the efforts of chair drive 
and La Jolla High School Senior, Sophia Ketring (pictured, third from right in white T-shirt).  

In addition, as part of the High School Challenge, $500 individual scholarships were awarded to five eligible 
San Diego county high school seniors, two Imperial Valley high schools, and two Temecula Valley high school 
seniors pursuing higher education. Ketring won one of the scholarships along with Mallie Donohoe, Elsinore 
High; Mikayla Martin, Julian High School; Nicole Robershaw, Monte Vista High School and Rachel Williams, 
La Costa Canyon High School.


